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SOWO Society Committee Members present: Pearl Arbenser-Simmonds (Co-Chair),
Louise Burgess (Co-Chair), Rena Pathak (Vice-Chair), Andy Pike (Treasurer), Elaine
Atkins (Secretary), Sue Brown, Alice Bound.

Attendees: There were 18 attendees, including the Committee members. The meeting
was quorate (over 4 attendees).

1. Welcome and Apologies
Elaine welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies: Sandra Reekie, Gwyneth Deakins, Cllr Guy Williams.

2. Minutes of previous AGM & matters arising
Notes of the last meeting were agreed as accurate. No matters arising.

3. Presentation and adoption of Accounts
Andy presented the accounts for the 12-month period ending 31 December 2025. Those
present voted to adopt the accounts.

4. Presentation of Annual Report
Pearl read out highlights of the Annual Report and the report was adopted.

The Annual Report and Accounts will be available on the South Woodford Society
website.

5. Adoption of Constitution
No changes were required to the 2024 version of the Constitution, apart from to bring it
in line with the new branding, and it was adopted as current.

6. Election of Committee Members
As required by the Constitution, after introducing themselves, all current committee
members stood down. No other nominations had been received.

After introducing themselves, Pearl Arbenser-Simmonds, Elaine Atkins, Alice Bound,
Louise Burgess, Sue Brown, Rena Pathak and Andy Pike were then elected en bloc as
committee members for the coming year.

Additional members can be co-opted throughout the year and the officers of the
Society are voted in at the first Committee Meeting after the AGM.



The previous committee members were thanked for their contribution during the
preceding year.

7. Currentinitiatives and looking forward

This was covered within the Annual Report presentation and is summarised below.

The SOWO Business Network coordinated by Elaine and Rena continues to go from
strength to strength, holding quarterly networking events and providing support
between events through emails and a successful WhatsApp group.

Rena reported that she and Elaine had felt privileged to be invited by Redbridge Council
to attend and give their views at a business-focussed round table event in Ilford that
morning. The event was attended by the Deputy Mayor of London for Business, Howard
Dawber, Leader of the Council, Kam Rai, Redbridge Chief Executive, Claire Hamilton,
Economic Development Team Manager, Liz Hannam, and other prominent members
within Redbridge Council and the Chamber of Commerce. The SOWO Society’s
invitation marked the strength of our collaboration with the London Borough of
Redbridge (LBR).

Support for the SOWO community market on the 3rd Sunday of every month is ongoing
as we aim to encourage more local start-ups and entrepreneurs to take a stall.

Our annual Quiz Night will be held on Friday, 24th April at the Woodford Memorial Hall
and planning is already underway for our two major events - the Summer Festival on
19th July and the Festive Light Up event on 4th December.

We liaise very closely with our local councillors, LBR officers and other community and
faith groups, as well as having a presence on the Churchfields and South Woodford
Ward Panels, where we meet with our local Safer Neighbourhood Police Teams and
Neighbourhood Watch.

Regular gardening sessions are held at our adopted green spaces - Eastwood Green
and the Community Orchard. Benches have now been installed at Eastwood Green
and plans are still underway for a storage facility for our gardening tools.

We have been fortunate to receive a generous grant of £10,000 from the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) which will be primarily put towards further improvements to
the Orchard, including an arched gate entrance, fencing and carved logs for play and
additional seating. The composting bins will be replaced, and we are hoping to be able
to install a system for capturing rainwater, since there is no other water supply nearby.

We continue to collaborate with the South Woodford Gardeners who look after the
central reservation on George Lane, the raised beds on the bridge over the A406 and the
gardens and planters outside Regency Court in the High Road. They were thanked for
their hard work throughout the year.

Litter picks are now scheduled for almost every month, and we support the successful
Repair Cafe in collaboration with St Mary’s Church and LBR. The next Café is
scheduled for Saturday 18th April. “Blossom Day” will be held at the orchard on Sunday
26th April, with family-friendly activities.



The generosity of the SOWO Society’s donors was acknowledged and they were
thanked for their support for our annual events.

A calendar with dates for future events will be available on the website.
We will continue to apply for funding for our various projects.
New members and volunteers are always welcome to help with all aspects of the

Society’s work, and are invited to get in touch for more information via the Society’s
email address: e18society@gmail.com

8. Update on Neighbourhood Plan/Design Code

Pearl provided a summary of the progress with the Neighbourhood Plan (NP)/Design
Code within the Annual Report.

We are currently waiting re-designation of the Neighbourhood Forum and anticipate
this being approved in late April/early May. Once we have the official re-designation, we
will be in a position to submit our draft plan to LBR for review. This will be followed by
independent examination, a public referendum and formal adoption.

The Draft Design Code work is now available in the Desigh Code section of the South
Woodford Society website, where more information can be found about this exciting
project.

9. Any Other Business

There was a query with regard to how the Society’s finances are currently in comparison
to previous years. Andy explained that overall, the finances are healthy and as a ‘not for
profit’ organisation we currently have more in the account than we would wish for.
However, a significant proportion of the current funds is grant money allocated to
regreening projects and our aim for the rest of the funds is to have enough to be able to
support our annual community events and running costs for one year.

Attendees were thanked for coming to the meeting and the AGM was concluded.

Date of the next Annual General Meeting: To be confirmed.
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